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‘New code of conduct to boost garment exports

Jamie Mullick| Ty

Promotion Council (AEPC)
and the textiles ministry on
Wednesday launched a com-
mon code of conduct for the
garment industry to encowr-
age members to follow better
social and labour practices
and counter claims against
thelabour practices in India.
In the past, Indian expor-

I'4 “sters have often had to face pro-
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tests and restrictions as other
countries have raised con-
cerns related to child labour
and working conditions in In-
dian garment and textile
units. The industry as well as
the government has termed
these as non-tariff barriers to
restrict unports of Indian
products in European and
American markets.

“This common comph-

ance code willnotonty givethe
opportunityfortheindustryto
negate international claims
against child labour promo-
tion in the garment industry,
but will also help to improve
the image of the industry and
win more international busi-
nesses,” AEPC chairman Pre-
mal Udani said at a press con-
ference. Driving Industry
Towards Sustainable Human
Capital Advancement (Disha)

is a programme that attempts
to educate apparel exporting
members on code of ethics
that covers social and environ-
mental concerns like child 1a-
bour, health and industrial
safety

The programme will in-
cude formation of code of
conduct based on internation-
al standards. Enrolled units
will undergo an orientation
andtrainingprogramme.



