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New Delhi, Sep 10: Qutlin-
ing details of the initlatives
taken during 100 days,
Union textiles minister
Dayanidhi Maran, said the
ministry has worked on sev-
eral programmes, which in-
clude strengthening the
industry, providing funds
for modernisation and tech-
nologyupgradeandmaking
textiles parks operational.
Apart from these, other ini-
tiatives have been taken for
skill development and wel-
fare of people engaged in
handicrafts, handlooms,
power looms and sericul-
turesectors.
“Theseinitiativesarejust
the beginning. We have a
hugetaskcut-outbeforeusto
maximise the productivity
and welfare of stakeholders
and tackle issues affecting
the holistic growth and de-
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Maran pushes for R&D in textiles

100-day progress card

« The highest-ever amount of subsidy of Rs 2,546 cr released under
the Technolagy Upgradation Fund Scheme In single tranche

s Forthe first time, the subsidy credited to 12,514 heneficiarles bank

accounts withln 72 hours

¢ Aworking group formed to formulate National Fibre Policy, to ensure
equlitable use of fibre and ensure balanced growth of textiles chain

o E-Portal for marketing of Indian handicrafts and handlooms

products launched

s 1.5lakh artisans issued ID cards to provide unique identity numberto
eachartisan, 50,000 weavers empowered through skill development

velopment of the textiles in.
dustryandemploymentgen-
eration,” saldMaran.
Inabidtoprovide profes-
slonal education covering
the entire spectrum of tex-
tiles, Maran said Sardar
Vallabh BhaiPatel Institute
of Textile Management
(SVPITM), Coimbatore will
be upgraded and renamed
asIndianSchoolof Textiles.
The ministry will pro-
mote R&D in the textiles sec-

torincludinghandloomsand
handicrafts to provide. a
‘common technology plat-
form’ on commercial basis
for promoting new technolo-
gles towards value addition
and product diversification.

“My new mantra for the
textiles sector is ‘'manufac-
ture in Indiz, sell in India
and make money in India. I
had the same mantraforthe
telecomsector Keepingthis
in view, we are planning to

have roadshows in seven
European countries in No-
vember to attract invest-
ment in Indian textiles,”
saidtheminister.

Maran also stressed on
taking necessary steps to
safeguard and promote or-
ganic cotton in the country.

Forthecomplanceof en-
vironmental and social reg-
ulatory requirements, the
government will help the
textiles industrytobuildca-
pacities with a view to cap-
ture overseas markets and
meet global environmental
standards like Oeko-Tech,
Blue sign, EU Flower and
Eco-Level,headded.

Approximately50% of the
textiles productionisexport-
ed, of which 60% goes to the
Eurcopean Union (EU) and
the US, hoth hit by the eco-
nomic slowdown, Therefore,
the ministry is focusing on
the ‘Look East’ policy and

had led a delegation of ex-
porters to Tokyo and invited
the Japanese textiles indus-
trytocollaboratewithIndian
textiles Industrytomanufac-
ture fabric and garmenting,
setting up of Green Field
Units in textiles machinery,
man-made fibre and yarn
and create brand equity with
Indian Apparelcompany.
The Foreign Trade Policy
announced on August 27,
2009, has substantially ad-
dressed the concerns of the
exporters. For thefirst time,
the largest ever amount of
Rs2,546 crore,assubsidy un-
der Technology Upgrada-
tion Fund Scheme, hasbeen
released in a single tranche
andcreditedtobeneficiaries
accounts in record 3 days.
Thishasgivenpositivesig-
nal to the industry and fillip
to modernisation and up-

‘grade of technology by tex-

tilesunits.



